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MATTH EW viii, 23, fo the End. 


| And when he was entered into a Ship, his Diſ- 


ciples followed him. And behold, there aroſe 
a great Tempeſt in the Sea, inſomuch that 
the Ship was covered with the Waves : But 
he was afleepb. And his Diſciples came to 
him, and awoke him, ſaying, Lord, ſave us, 
we periſh. And be ſaith unto them, Why 
are ye fearful, O ye of little Faith? Then 
he aroſe and rebuked the Winds and the Sea, 
and there was a great Calm. But the Men 
marvelled, ſaying, What Manner of Man 1s 
this, that even the Winds and the Sea obey 
him! And when he was come to the other 
Side into the Country of the Gergeſenes, there 
met him two poſſeſſed with Devils, coming 
out of the Tombs, exceeding fierce, ſo that no 
Man might paſs by that Way. And behold, 
they cried out ſaying, What have we to do 
with thee, Feſus, thou Son of God? Art 
thou come hither to torment us before the 
Time? And there was, a good Way off 
from them, an Herd of many Swine, feeding. 
So the Devils beſought him, ſaying, I, thou 
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caſt us out, ſuffer us to go away into the 
Herd of Swine. And he ſaid unto then, 
- Go: And when they were come out, they 
went into the Herd of Swine; and, behold 
the whole Herd f Swine ran violently down 
4 ſleep Place into the Sea, and periſh'd in 
the Waters. And they that kept them, fled 
and went their Ways into the City, and 
fold every Thing ; and what was befallen ti 
the poſſeſſed of the Devils. And behold, the 
whole City came out to meet Feſus, and 
when they ſaw him, they beſought him that 
be would depart out of their Coaſts. 
IF we were but ſenſible of the great Ne- 
I ceſſity there is, in this our Day, of being 
= real Chriſtians, ſure we ſhould not be con- 
tented with being nominal ones; but we ar 
funk into I know not what ; we are no better 
than baptized Heathens : And how amazing 
is it that we ſhould profeſs the Name of Chriſt, 
and yet ſo little converſe about him; that this 
Name whereby we are called ſhould be the 
Theme of our Diſcourſe here, and of our eter- 
nal Hallelujahs in a World to come: But is i 
not amazing, I ſay, to conſider, that inſtead 
of the Name of Jeſus, whereby we are t 
bave Salvation, we are taught to look for it in 
ourſelves, and that there muſt be a Fitneſs in 
us before God beſtows his Grace, and Favout I 
| upon i 


— „ »  — —T— — — 2 * 2 


Wis 
upon us: But what Doctrine is tbis? Not the 
Doctrine of the Scripture, not the Doctrine of 
Jeſus, not that of the primitive Chriſtians, 
not that of the Reformation, nor that of the 
Articles of the Church of England: No, tis 


the Doctrine of the Devil: This is making 
Chriſt but half a Saviour, and driving Men in- 


to an Error of the greateſt Conſequence, in 
making him go to Jeſus in his own Strength, 
and not in the Name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt: 
But, my Brethren, unleſs you go in the,” 


| Strength of Jeſus Chriſt ; unleſs you depend 
| only upon him for Salvation ; unleſs he is 


your Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs and Sanctifica- 


tion, he will never be your Redemption. Our 
Salvation, my Brethren, 1s the free Gift of 


| God; it is owing to his free Love; it is en- 
| tirely owing, my Brethren, to that free Grace 
of Jeſus Chriſt that ever you are ſaved. 


Do not flatter yourſelves of being good 


enough, becauſe you are morally ſo, becauſe 


you go to Church, ſay the Prayers, and take 
the Sacrament, therefore, you think no more 
is required: Alas, my Brethren, you are de- 


ceiving your own Souls; and if God, in his 


free Grace and Mercy, does not ſhew you 


| your Error, it will only be leading you a 
| lofter Way to your eternal Ruin ; but God 
| forbid that any of you, who I am now ſpeak- 


ing to, ſhould imagine this; No, my Bre- 
| thren, 


[07] 
thren, you muſt be abaſed, and God muſt be 
exalted, or you will never begin at the right 
End, you will never ſee Jeſus with Com. 
fort, or Satisfaction, unleſs you go to him 
only on the Account of what he has done 
and ſuffered. 

Is it not plain to a Demonſtration, that we 
are acting the Part of the Gerge/erfes, who 
came and defired Jeſus to depart from them: 
Let us confider the Words, and then we {hall 
ſee how exactly we are performing the Part of 


theſe Men over again. 


And when be was entered into 4 Ship bis 
Diſciples followed him. 

Chriſt, my Brethren, had been doing of 
many Miracles as we may read a few Verſes 
before; and as he continually went about 
doing Good, ſo now he was going to the 
Country of the Gergeſenes to diſpoſſeſs two who 
were poſſeſs d with Devils; and his Diſciples fol. 
lowed him: No doubt they were reproach'dand 

ointed at for following ſuch a Babbler, as the 
Scribes and Phariſees eſteem'd the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt : Doubtleſs they were pointed at, jeer', 
ſcoff d and eſteem'd Madmen, Enthufiaft, 
and a Parcel of Rabble; but Mill they fol 
low'd the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, they did not 


mind a little Reproach; No, they loved theit 


Maſter too well to forbear following him 
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Ea 
for the Sake of a little Perſecution : But, if my 
Brethren, you do but love the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt; if you will but love him above all, 
you will follow him in Spight of the M. alice 
of all the Scribes and Phariſees of this Gene- 
ration. 


the Sea. 
The Preſence of Chriſt in the Ship did not 


| preſerve the Diſciples from Fears and Troubles, 
they were filled with Uneaſineſs altho' Chriſt 
| was with them; this was only for a Trial of 
their Faith to ſee if they would ſtand faſt 
for the Lord in a perſecuting Time: O my 
dear Brethren, if the Lord is trying of y 
do not give out; No, but ſtand fait in al 
that the Lord may call you to ſuffer: It 1s 
| caly to follow Chriſt when all Things are 
| afe : But O my dear Brethren, your Love 
to Jeſus Chriſt would be ſeen more if you 
| muſt loſe your Lives, or deny your Jeſus; 
| then, my Brethren, it would be a Trial of 
your Love, when Fire and Faggot was before 
vou, and you would ruſh into that rather than 
trom the Truth as it is in Jeſus. O my Brethren, 
tho all Things are calm now, the Storm is 
} gathering, and by and by it will break; it is 
at preſent no bigger than a Man's and; bat 
W co it is full it it will break, and then you'll 
. - B 2 {ce 


And behold there aroſe a great Tempeſt an 
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ſee whether you are ſound Chriſtians or not; 
that would ſcatter the Hypocrites, that would 
make nominal Chriſtians afraid to - worſhip 
God, they would ſoon turn unto the World 
and the Things of it. 


And his Diſciples came to him, and aw: 
him, ſaying, Lord, ſave us, we periſh. And 
he faith unto them, Why are ye fearſul, O y: 
of little Faith ? Then he aroſe and rebuked th: 
Winds and the Sea, and there was a great 
Calm. But the Men marvelled, ſaying, What 
Manner of Man is this that even the Wind; 
and the Sea obey him! 

Here we may fee, my Brethren, the great 
Compaſſion of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; no 
ſooner had the Diſciples awakened him, and 
he faw their Danger, but he rebuked the 


Winds and Seas, and all Things were calm: 


Thus it was in a natural Way, and will be 6 
in a ſpiritual one; for no ſooner does Jeius 
Chriſt ſpeak Peace to a troubled Soul, but all 
is calm and quiet: Now none but God could 
have performed this great Miracle, and, there- 
fore, it is no Wonder that his Diſciples and 
Men of the Ship were amazed to tee the 
Wonders he periormed ; and they could not 
forbear to expreſs their Senſe thereof by in- 
quiring, What Manner of Man ig this! 


And 


* 
. 


91 

And when the Lord has brought you out 
of Trouble you will be amazed at the gracious 
Dealings of the Lord with you, and wonder 
that he would ſo eaſily remove your Troubles 
from you, when you have deſerved nothing 
but Wrath, Deſtruction, and to be 3 
to all Eternity. 


And when be was come to the other Side into 
the Country of the Gergeſenes, there met him 
two poſſeſſed with Devils, coming out of the 
Tombs, exceeding fierce, ſo that no Man might 
paſs by that Way. And behold, they cried out 
| ſaying, What have ae to do with thee, Feſus, 
thou Son of God? Art thou come bither to tor- 
| ment us before the Time? 

Here, my Brethren, two Men met the 
| bleſſed Jeſus, who was pofleſs'd bodily with 
| Satan, that Evil One, who 1s going about 
4 ſeeking whom he may devour; as foon as 
| they ſaw him they were afraid of Jeſus, and 
cryed out, tho' they made every one afraid of 
them; yet, they no ſooner ſaw Chriſt, but 
their Power left them, and they cry'd out, 


at have we to do with thee, Feſus, thou Sen 


| of God? We know that thou art God; we 
don't want thee, we have no Power over thee, 
but thou haſt over us, and we fear thou art 
come to torment us before our Time; we 
3 know that we are, to be brought to 3 
| and, 
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and, therefore, we would not be tormented 
till that Time come. 


And there was, a good May off from them, 
a Herd of many Swine feeding. So the Devils 
beſought him, ſaying, I, thou "caſt us out ſuffer 
us to into the Herd of Stone. 

The evil Spirits were ſenſible, my Bre- 
thren, that Chriſt was come to diſpoſſeſs them, 
and that their Time was now come, when 
they muſt leave the Bodies of theſe two Men; 


for when Chriſt come, who was ſtronger 


than the ſtrong Man armed, all muſt fall be- 
fore him; they could not ftand againſt the 
Power of Chriſt: And here, my Brethren, 
we may obſerve, that though the Devil is an 
Enemy, yet he is a chained one; he cannot 
hurt a poor Swine 'till he has Power given 
him from above: And we may likewiſe fee 
the Malice of the Devil, that he would hurt a 
poor Swine rather than do no Miſchief; and 
the Devil would, if in his Power, deſtroy 
each of your Souls, but Chriſt, by bi TOI 
lower, prevents him. | 


And be ſaid unto them, 80. And when they 
Were Come Ott, they went into the Herd of 
"© Mg ; and, behold: the whole Herd of Swine 
ran Vi alently down a ſleep Place into the Sea, 
and perifſh'd in the Haters. And they that 


4 kept 
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let them, fled and went their Ways into the 
City, ns told every Thing, and what was 
befallen to the poſſeſſed of the Devils. And be- 
| bold the whole City came out to meet Feſus, 
and ab en they ſaw him, they beſought him Zbat 
he would depart out of their Coaſts. 

Here, my dear Brethern, obſerve, that no 
ſooner Chriſt had gave the Devils Permiſſion 
to enter the Swine, but they did, and their 
| Malice was ſo great, that they ran violently 
| down a ſteep Place into the Sea and drowned 
| themſelves. 
| What poor Spight was here, that the De- 
vil ſhou'd diſturb a poor Swine? And the 
City, therefore, was ſo grieved for the Loſs 
| of a little Wealth, that they came and be- 
ſought Chriſt to depart ; they did not want 
| his Company ; they preferr'd a few poor Swine 
| before the Company of Chriſt ; a few worldly 
| Goods, a little Pleaſure, or any Thing rather 
| than Chriſt, part with Chriſt before any thing, 
| when to one, who is ſenſible of the Love of 
| Chriſt; they will part with all, rather than 
with the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

Thus far the Letter of the Story goes, my 
| Brethren, Perhaps, you think here is nothing 
to be learned herefrom ; that this is all you are 
to underſtand by it; but if fo, my Brethren, 
| you are much miſtaken; for here is an ex- 
eellent Leſſon to be learn'd herefrom, _ 
tnat 
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Day ad 280 and call him, Father? they 


[ 12 
that you will ſee by * the Words 
again in a ſpiritual Senſe. 


aa 


And behold, there aroſe a great Tempeſt in 
the Sea, inſomuch, that the $hiþ was covered 
with the Waves: But he was aſleep. 

And, my Brethren, do not you frequently 
experience great Tempeſts in this World ? 
Does not the Sea of Temptation beat over 
your Souls? You are afraid leſt you ſhould be 
overcome by them ; you can fee no Way to 
eſcape, for your Souls are covered with Wann 
and you expect, my Brethren, to be fwallow- 
ed up in the Tempeſt; you are afraid leſt 


you fall into the Hands of the Evil One. 0 


my Brethren, do not fear, for Jeſus Chriſt, 
tho' he may be aſleep to your thinking, yet 
he will keep you, he will preferve you from 
the raging of the Men, of the Phariſees of 


this World; they are raging and ſpitting forth 


all their Venom againſt you, ſtill Chriſt wil 
deliver, will preſerve and protect you, if you 
will but ſeek unto him in a Senſe of your own 


Helpleſsneſs, Emptyneſs and Unworthineſs, and 
| you will ſoon find he is a God ready to par- 


don and forgive, O that all that hear me 
would be perſuaded to bow their Knee, and 
their Hearts, as ſoon as they go Home: But 
alas, how many of our Chriſtians go to God, 


Ale 
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are mocking of God, and calling him their 
Father, when the Devil is their Father : None 
have a Right to call him Father, but thoſe 
who have receiv'd the Spirit of Adoption, 
whereby they have a Right to call him, Abba, 
Father. I tell ſuch, could the brute Beaſt 
ſpeak, they might call God Father as well as 
you ; for he is their Creator to whom they 
owe their Being ; but this, my Brethren, will 
not entitle you to call God Father, in a ſpi- 
ritual Senſe ; No, you mult be born again of 
God; however you may flatter yourſelves 
| you muſt have an inward Principle wrought 
in your Hearts, by Faith. This you muſt 
experience, this, this, you mult feel, my Bre- 
| thren, before you are Chriſtians indeed. 
O the Lord Jeſus Chriſt takes Notice of 

each of you; you may think the Lord does 
not take Notice of us becauſe we are in a Field, 
and out of Church Walls; he does obſerve 
with what View you came this Evening to 
hear his Word, he knows whether it was to 
latisfy your Curioſity, or to find out where- 
with you might ridicule the Preacher: The 
Thoughts and Intentions of all your Hearts 

are not hid from this Jeſus Chriſt, tho' he 
may ſeem to be aſleep becauſe you are, at 
F preſent, inſenſible of his Workings upon your 
Heart, and he may not ſeem to take Notice 
of you, and not regard you, no more than 


he 


he did the Syrophinician Woman; yet, he 
will turn to you and behold you with Love, 


when they awoke Chriſt, ſaying unto him, 
Tord, fave us, we periſh. 1 


{ 14 ] 


with Grace; and when you think not of him, 
then the Lord will be mindful of you, and 
ſpeak Peace to your troubled Soul, though the 
Sea of Troubles are beaten over you, tho' the 
Pharifees of this Day, are ſcoffing, jeering at 
you, yet, when Chriſt rebukes, then they 
ſhall ceaſe. | 

Do, my Brethren, as the Diſciples did, 


Do not depend on yourſelf, on your own 
Unworthineſs; fay unto him, Save us, Lord, 
or *e feriſh : Beſeech him to be your God, 
your Guide, and your Salvation: O my dear if 
Brethren, I befeech you, by the tender Mer- 
eies of God, which are in Chriſt Jeſus, that 

you preſent yourſelves to him, as your reaſon- 

able Service. ; 
Awake you that ſleep, and ariſe from the 
Dead; from the Death of Sin, and Chriſt 

then will give you the Light of his Righte- 
ouſneſs. Come to Chriſt and you ſhall be 
welcome; O come unto this bleſſed Jeſus 
come notwithſtanding your Vileneſs; for 1 
you come not you will periſh : If Chriſt dos 
not ſave you, your own good Meaning, you 
own good Intentions cannot; No, my Bri 
thren, as you arc in your Blood, fo you mul 


petit ? 
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periſh in your Blood ; but if you come to 
Chriſt you will find Mercy, you ſhall not pe- 
riſh: You cannot find Salvation in any other 
but in Chriſt ; if the Diſciples could have ſaved 
themſelves, they would not have awoke Je- 
ſus Chriſt ; but they were ſenſible that no one 
could fave them but him; and therefore, they 
cry out unto him; and ſo you, my dear Bre- 
thren, who are under the Senſe of Sin, who 
are in fear of Hell, if you ſeek unto your 
own Works, you only ſeek your own Death; 
for there is no Fitneſs in you. I ſpeak the 
Truth in Chriſt Jeſus, I lie not, there is no 
Fitneſs in you, but a Fitneſs for eternal 
Damnation; for what are you by Nature, 
my Brethren, but Children ef Wrath, and 
| your Hearts are Satan's Garriſon ; and becauſe 
| you have gone to Church, ſaid the Prayers, 
gone to the Sacrament, done no one Harm, 
you ſpeak Peace to your own Souls; and all 


is in Peace you think and your Caſe is good 


enough; but indeed, my dear Brethren, all is 
| a falſe Peace, and if you have no other Peace 
than this, you muſt ſhortly lay down in ever- 


laſting Flames; this is an ungrounded, ſelf- 
created Peace, and if you truſt to this Peace 
pyou will periſn. 


But do as the Diſciples did when they were 


, : in Diſtreſs ; they go to Chriſt and fay to him, 


; Lord, [ave US, We periſh. I ofter you Salva- 
7 C3 


tion 
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tion this Day; the Door of Mercy is not yet 
ſhut, there does yet remain, my Brethren, a 
Sacrifice for Sin, for all that will accept of the 
Lord Jeſus Chrilt ; he only knows the inmoſt 
Thoughts of thy Heart, he will embrace you 
in the Arms of his Love ; he ſees the firſt. 
Riſings of Grace in you, and would willingly 
encourage it: The Angels long to bring you 
into the Love and Favour of God; they 
would rejoice to ſee you turn from Sin unto 
him. All the Miniſters of the bleſſed Jeſus 
would be glad to be an Inſtrument to turn you 
from Darkneſs to Light, and from the Power 
of Satan unto God, 


Ang he faith to them, Why are ye fiber 
0 ye of little Faith. 

And ſo, my Brethren, I may ſay to you, 
Why are you fearful to leave your Sins and 
turn to God? O turn to him, turn in a Senſe 
of your own Unworthineſs ; tell him how 


polluted you are, how vile, how filthy you 


have been, and be not faithleſs, but believe; 
do not go in your own Strength, and then you 
need not fear: O my Brethren, why fear ye 
that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt will not accept of 
you? your Sins will be no Hindrance, your 
Unworthineſs will be no Hindrance, if your 
own corrupt Hearts do not keep you back, 
if your own good Works do not hinder you 

ol from 


=... 
from coming : Nothing will hinder Chriſt 


from receiving of you; he loves to fee poor 
Sinners coming to him, he 1s pleaſed to ſee 
them lie at his Feet pleading his Promiſes : 
And if you thus come to Chriſt, he will not 
fend you away without his Spirit ; No, but 
will receive you 1n all your Sins, 1n all your 
Pollution. 

O do not put a slight on in güte Love: 
What would you have Chriſt do more? Is it 
not enough for him to come a Purpoſe to fave ? 
Will you not ſerve God in your Souls, as well 
as in your Bodies? If not, you are only de- 
ceiving yourſelves, and mocking of God; ne 
muſt have the Heart. O ye, my Brethren, 
of little Faith, why are ye fearful leſt he 
thould not accept of you? If you will not 
believe me, ſure you will believe the Lord Je- 
| fus Chriſt ; he has told thee that he would re- 
ceive you: Then why tarry ye and do not go 
to him directly? Does he defire Impoffibilities? 
It is only, Give me thy Heart; or, does he 
want your Heart only for the fame End as the 
Devil does, only to make you miſerable? No, 
| he only wants you to believe on him, that 
| you might be faved. This, this, is all my 
; dear Brethren, the dear Saviour defires to 
make you happy, that you —_ leave your 
Sins to fit down eternally with him, at the 


Marriage Supper of the Lamb. 


Ci” Then 
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Then he arofe and rebuked the W inde and 
the Sea, and there was a great Calm. 
Thus, my Brethren, you ſee it was only in 
the Power of Chriſt to ſtop the raging of the 
Sea; he rebuked it; the Diſciples might have 
ſpoke forever and it would not have ceaſed 
So, my Brethren, it is with the Word preach- 
ed; I may preach to you while I live; I may 
jpeak till I can ſpeak no more; but the Doc- 
trines of Chriſt will never do you Good, un- 
leis he impreſs it upon your Hearts: O then, 
my Brethren, in all thy Troubles look up to 
Chriſt that he may rebuke them; and if he 
ſpeaks the Word, then, my Brethren, they 
ſhall ceaſe: And if the Phariſees of this Ge- 
neration ſcoff and jeer you, if they fay all 
Evil againſt you, do not you anſwer them, 
leave it unto Chriſt to rebeuke them, for al 
you can fay will be of no more Significati 
on than the Diſciples ſpeaking to the Sea; 
No, but when Chriſt ſpeaks the Word, then 
they thall ceaſe ; let it not diſcourage you, for 
F you will live godly in Chriſt Jeſus, you 
muſt ſuffer Perſecution. It is true, thoſe who 
are ſincerely good are fet up for Marks for 
every one to ſhoot at. 

There is a continual Enmity beben the 
Seed of the Woman and the Sced of the Ser- 
pent: If you were of the World the World 
would love it is OWN ; but becauſe Chriſt hath 
| choſen 


E 
choſen you out of the World, therefore it 
hateth you. 
Do not, my Brethren, think of following 
Chriſt into Glory unleſs you go through the 
Preſs here. Look forward, my Brethren, into 
Eternity, and behold Chriſt coming and his 
Reward with him, to give a kind Recom- 
pence of all the Temptations and Difficulties 
of this preſgnt Life. 


But the Men marvelled, ſaying, What Man- 
ner of Man is this, that even the Winds and 
the Seas obey him. 

O my Brethren, the Men of the Ship were 
amazed to ſee the Miracle that Jeſus Chriſt 
| wrought only by the Word of his Power; 
they thought he was ſomething more than a 
Man: And have not we as much Reaſon to 
admire, that when we are overwhelm'd with 
| Troubles, from within and without, that Jeſus 
Chriſt, only by the Word of his Power, 
| thould ſpeak Peace, and then there is Peace. 
indeed. When, my Brethren, God firſt a- 
| wakens us of a Senſe of Sin, and fits his Terrors 
in Array againſt them, then there is Troubles 
and Tempeſts, for Satan having got Poſſeſſion, 


| before he will give Place, he will fight and 


ſtrive hard to keep the Soul from cloſing with 
Jeſus: When Chriſt comes he ſtorms the 


| Heart, he breaks the Peace, he giveth it moſt 
| "i 4 terrible 
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terrible Alarms of Judgment and Hell, he ſets 
all in a Combuſtion of Fear and Sorrow, till 
he hath forced it to yield to his mere Mercy, 
and take him for their Governor, and Satan is 
caſt out; when the Storm is rebuked, then 
doth he eſtabliſh a firm and laſting Peace. 

Can the Sea, my Brethren, be ſtill while 
the Wind is raging; No, it is impoſſible, 6 
it is that there can be Peace in the Soul, while 
it is at Enmity with Chriſt; indeed, it may 
flatter itſelf and ſpeak Peace, but there can be 
no true Peace, tho' thou, O Pharijee, may 
harden thy Heart and fortify thy Heart againſt 
Fear, Grici, and Trouble; yet, as true as 
God 1s true, they will batter down thy proud 
and fortified Spirit and ſeize upon it, and drive 
thee to Amazement. This, my Brethren, will 
be done here, or hereafter, here, in Mercy, or 
hereafter, in Wrath and Judement. 
O my Brethren, conſider what Chriſt hath 
done, and you will be aſtoniſhed that he has 
done ſo much for ſuch wicked Wretches as 
you and I are. O my Brethren, get all Things 
for Heaven; do not be contented with any 
thing ſhort of Chriſt : If you, my Brethren, 
are eaſy under the Storm and Tempeſt of Sin, 
and do not cry to Chriſt for Salvation, thou 
art in a dangerous Condition: And it is a 
Wonder to conſider, how a Man that is 


not ſure of having mate his Peace with God, 
. 


1 
could eat, or drink, or live in Peace; that 
thou art not afraid, when thou lieſt down, 
that thou ſhould'ſt not awake in Hell; but if 
Chriſt ſpeak Peace unto thy Soul, who can 
then ſpeak Trouble ? None ; no, not Men or 
Devils : Therefore, my dear Brethren, lie 
| down at the Feet of Chriſt whom you have 
| refiſted; and ſay, Lord, what wouldſt thou 
have me to de? and he will rebuke the Winds 
and Seas of thy troubled Mind, and all Things 
will be calm. 
And when he was come to the other Side 
| into the Country of the Gergeſenes, there met 
| him two poſſeſſed with Devils, coming out of 
| the Tombs, exceeding fierce, ſo that no Man 
| might paſs by that Way. 

Ihe Lord Jeſus Chriſt, my Brethren, who 
| went about doing Good continually, very well 
knew, that he ſhould meet two poor Men in 
| this Country of the Gerge/enes, who were poſ- 
ſeſſed with Devils; and Jeſus Chriſt went on 
| Purpoſe that Way, that he might relieve them. 
O my Brethren, the Devil, where he has 
the Power, he never wants Will : But as I 
laid before, ſo I ſay again, tho' the Devil is an 
| Enemy, yet, he is a chained one; he could 
not deſtroy theſe two poor Men, he could 
| not hurt the People that paſs'd that Way, 
he could only terrify them: And thus it is 
| | : 8 with 
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with you, the Devil tries his utmoſt Skill and 
Power to frighten you from coming to the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt; he uſes the utmoſt of his 
Endeavours to keep poor fick and weary Sin- 
ners from coming to Jeſus; if he can but gain 
his End and make you loſe your Souls, it i 
all he aims at. je . 

And how many Souls, my Brethren, does 
he keep from Chriſt, for fear of Reproach! 
Many Thouſands would willingly ſee Chriſt 
in his Glory, in the World to come, and 
would be happy with him there, but they are 
afraid of being laugh'd at, of hearing the 
Pharijees ſay, Here ts another of his Followers: 


— 


They are afraid of loſing their worldly Buſi- : 
nefs, or of being counted methodically mad i } 
and ft for Bed/am. T doubt not but many e 
are kept from Jeſus Chriſt, for fear of a little b 
Hurt, or Inconveniency. 2 r 
What will ſuch ſay, my Brethren, when 
ihe Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſhall appear in his Glo- 
ry? Would you be glad to be confeſſed by 
him then, you muſt now, my Brethren, not ,, 
be aſhamed of confeſſing him before Men: 
Let not the Fierceneſs of the Devil keep you 11 
back from Chriſt, for fear of being counted N c 
Fools; for the Time will come, when it will Ne 


be found who are truly wiſe, and who ale 
truly mad. | | 
be | Are 


123 
Are you afraid to ſtand up for the Cauſe of 
Chriſt in the World? Dare not you be ſin- 
gularly good? Are you afraid of being Mem- 
bers of Jeſus Chriſt ? I tell you, ſuch Perſons 
would crucify him afreſh were he in the 
World. But do not you, my Brethren, ſo 
learn. Chriſt ; let not the Temptations of 'the 
Devil keep you from coming to the Lord Je- 
| ſus Chriſt, he may be fierce, he may hurry 
you from Place to 7 but ſtrive with him, 
| ſo that he may not drive you from Chriſt, and 
if you ſeek. unto Chriſt, he will help you, 
| that you ſhall reſiſt the Devil, and then he 
will fly from you, Chriſt will diſpoſſ leſs him, 
and be not afraid to meet Jeſus Chriſt. Tell 
| him, my Brethren, all that your Souls want, 
| and he will give it you; and you ſhall not 
be any longer troubled with the fierce Out- 
| rages of the Devil. 


| And they cried out, ſaying, What have we 
% do 201th thee, Jeſus, thou Son of God? Art 
| thou come to torment us before the Time? 
| As ſoon as the Devils obſerved Jeſus com- 
ing near, then they were afraid, leſt he was 
| come to puniſh them before the Day of Ac- 
counts, when all muſt be brought: to Judg- 
ment. 
O my dear Brethren, the Devils themſelves 
ere enough to convince all our polite Arians 
| and 
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and Socinians we have; they own the Lord Mr 
Jeſus Chriſt to be God bleſſed forever; they Il 
feel his Power, and are aſſured of his being Ws 
the God who muſt condemn them at the {MC 

reat Day of Accounts; and they were afraid MW: 
leſt the Lord Jeſus Chriſt was come to puniſ Mo 
them now. But tho' the Devils believe the H 
Divinity of Chriſt, yet the World ſwarms MW: 


with Arians and Socinians, who deny Chriſt Wh 


to be God over all bleſſed forever. fl 
The Arians make Chriſt no more than a Mtc 
titular God, a ſubordinate Deity, one who is 
was more than Man, and yet leſs than God; ſt! 
and that he was a Prophet ſent from God they 
own, but deny him to be equal with the Fa-, 
ther. But I hope, my Brethren, he is to you! 
what our Creed makes him, God of God, Mt! 
very God of very God, co-eternal and con- Wv 
ſubſtantial with the Father, that as there was 
not a Moment of Time in which God the Wh: 
Father was not, ſo there is not a Moment 0 {WB 
Time in which God the Son was not. For ti 
he ſays himſelf, All Things were made by bm; Ith 
and if they were made by him he muſt be WT 
God; and whoever reads but the Word al no 
God will find, where divine Homage is paid 
to him, he thought it no Robbery to be equal an 
with God; he is God bleſſed for ever and [co 
ever; he is the Alpha and Omega. 'T heſe, he 
my Brethren, and a great many more "=, Fee 
- 11112018 
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might be brought to prove the Divinity of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; he could never have made 
satisfaction for our Sins if he had not been 
God as well as Man. As Man he ſuffered ; 
as God he ſatisfied; ſo was God and Man in 
one Perſon ; he took our Nature upon him, 
and was offered upon the Croſs for the Sins of 
all thoſe who come unto him, which if he 
had not been God he could never have ſatiſ- 
fed for. Thus, I think, I have provd, even 
to a Demonſtration, that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
is God, and that he is equal with the Fa- 
ther. | 
| The Socinians do not, my Brethren, go ſo 
far, they look on Chriſt to be no more than 
a good Man, who told the People their Du- 
ty, and died in the Defence of the Doctrines 
which he delivered unto them. 

But I hope there are none ſuch here that 
have low and diſhonourable Thoughts of the 
Bleſſed ſeſus, that thus deſpiſe the Divinity of 

the Lord who bought them. No, my Bre- 
tren, I hope better Things of you, and 
[Things that accompany Salvation ; for I can- 
rot think that any one who denies the Deity 
Fo! Chriſt can ever be ſaved by him, living 
Ind dying in that State; no, the Time' will 
come when they who have denied his Deity, 


Plall feel the Power of it hereafter ; they ſhall 
el that he is God as well as Man; that he 
| will 


s „ 
will be own'd as God by all thoſe who noy 
dare to deny his Truths; but God forbid it 
ſhould go undetermined till then, for woe un. 
to them, | thoſe polite Infidels of this Gene. 
ration, for the Devils will riſe up in Jude. 
ment againſt them. Es 
But I beſeech them, if any ſuch are here 
to confider what they are doing of before i 
is too late; return, return ye unto the Lord, 
and he will have Mercy upon you, and to ſe. 
ſus Chriſt, and he will abundantly pardon, 
O my Friends, let me beſeech you to conf 
der what you are about, leit you fall into 
Hell, and there is none to deliver you. 


And the Devils beſoug bit him, ſaying, If thu 
caſt us out, ſuffer us to go away into tht 
Herd of Swine. And he ſaid unto then 
Go: And when they were come out, tit) 
ident into the Herd of Swine; and, belul 
the whole Herd of Swine ran violently drun 
a fleep Place into the Sea, and periſb d i 
the Waters. : 

Here, my Brethren, we may ſee, that 10 
ſooner had the Devil Power but he puts f 
into Execution; thus, if the Devil has but 
Power, my Brethren, to tempt, or to hurl 
a Soul, O how grievous a Tyrant he is, hur 
rying from one Temptation to another, fron 
one Sin unto another, and would, if it were? 


poſibliM 
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poſſible, hurry you all into Hell with as much 
Violence as he did the poor Swine into the 
Sea; but Chriſt by his Grace prevents it; 
Jeſus Chriſt died for Souls, and therefore the 
Devil cannot do with them as he will; he 
may have the Will, but he cannot get the 
Power. It is plain, my Brethren, that when. 
the Devil himſelf, or pErſecuting Men, get 


| the Power, how they hurry the poor Chriſti- 


ans; every Thing 1s too good for them, and 
think them not worthy to be ſet with the 
Dogs of the Flock, but only count them a 


| Parcel of Rabble, and if they had the Power 
| would only treat them as ſuch, Oh, my 


Brethren, how joyful would many be if the 
Laws of our Land would permit them to de- 


ſtroy us; how would the Phariſees hurry us 
| to Priſon and to Death; but, bleſſed be God, 
| he does not fay to them as to the Devil, Go : 


No, he bids them ſtay, he hedges their Way 


| up with Thorns that they cannot ſtir to hurt 
| us; they would fain hurt us, but they dare 
| Not deſtroy us ; nothing with-holds them but 
| the Power of the Bleſſed Jeſus. And there- 
| fore, be not afraid of their Wrath tho' it is 


cruel, and of their Anger tho' it be fierce : 


Let them ſhoot their Arrows, even bitter 


Words, againſt us, bleſſed be God, the Shield 


: Faith will be a Preſervative againſt them 
6 0 5 


And 
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And when you are thus preſerved it will 
| be the Occaſion of Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, 
tho' many, my Brethren, look on the Joy of 
the Holy Ghoſt as Evtinufafn and Madneſß 
and that there is no ſuch Thing; but well 
my Brethren, do I know there is, it carrie 
its own Evidence along with it. And if vou 
will. but plead with God, in the Name of 
Jeſus Chriſt, continue to wreſtle with him, 
until he beſtows a Bleſſing upon you, and 
gives you a feeling of that Joy which the 
World intermedles not, and they are Stran- 
gers to; indeed the Devil may ſtir up his 
Agents to hurry them from one Trouble to 
another, but it will not fignify, for the Lord 
Jetus Chriſt will not ſuffer him to hurry us 
into Hell; no, but will give us his Spirit 
which will be a Preſervative, my Brethren, a- 
gainſt all the Afſaults of the Devil. Now 
lee, my Brethren, what followed this Miracle, 
which Jeſus had wrought, by permitting the 
Devil to enter into the Herd of Swine, | 


tm RO. A 


And they that kept them fied, and went 
their Ways imo the City, iy fold every 
Ting; and what was befallen to the poſeſed 
of 25 A., 


The People were ſo amazed to fee the 


er that Chriſt had, and the Malice with 


which the Devil Was poſſeſſed, that they were i 1 


afraid, 


= 

afraid, and told all that had befallen the poſ- 
{fled of the Devils: And fo, my Brethren, 
when the Spirit of God has been at work on 
our Souls, and you are brought to feel the 
Power of God upon your Hearts, you will be 
WW fo overjoy'd that you will tell to every one 
what great Things God has done for your 
Souls; you will be fo full of Joy, that you 
will declare the whole working of God on 
your Hearts, and you will declare how you 
have been enabled to overcome Satan, and 
| how you were affected at ſuch a Sermon, in 

| ſuch a Place, and at ſuch a Timm. 
O my Brethren, you will love to talk of 
Jeſus ; no Converſation will be fo pleaſing as 
| that of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; No, then he 
will be altogether lovely unto you, when you 
have once taſted of his L.ove, and felt the 

| Power of his Grace upon your Hearts. 


| And behold, the whole City came out to meet 

| Jeſus, and when they ſaw him, they beſought 

bim that he would depart out of their Coaſts. 

| The whole City came to meet Jeſus, not to 

q worſhip, not to thank him for the releaſing of 

che two poor Men who were poſſeſs d; No, but 

to beſeech him to go from them; they valued 
their Swine more than the Lord Jeſus Chritt, 

and had rather part from him, than them: 


And have we not among us, my Brethren, 
Thou- 
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And when you are thus preſerved it will 
| be the Occaſion of Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, 
tho' many, my Brethren, look on the Joy of 
the Holy Ghoſt as Enthufiaſm and Madack 
and that there is no ſuch T hing ; but well, 
my Brethren,. do I know there is, it carrie 
its own Evidence along with it. And if you 
will but plead with God, in the Name of 
Jeſus Chriſt, continue to wreſtle with him, 
until he beſtows a Bleſſing upon you, and 
gives you a feeling of that Joy which the 
World intermedles not, and they are Stran- 
gers to; indeed the Devil may ſtir up his 
Agents to hurry them from one Trouble to 
another, but it will not ſignify, for the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt ' will not ſuffer him to hurry us 
into Hell; no, but will give ,us his Spirit 
which will be a Preſervative, my Brethren, 2. 
gainſt all the Aſſaults of the Devil. Now 
lee, my Brethren, what followed this Miracle, 
which Jeſus had wrought, by permitting the 
1 to enter into the Herd of Swine. 
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And they that kept them fled, and went 
their Ways into the City, Gd fold every 
Thing ; and what was befallen to the poſſe 1 


of 5% Devils. 
The People were 1 amazed to ſee the 
Power that Chriſt had, and the Malice with 


which the Devil was poſſeſſed, that they wels 


afraid, 


5 
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afraid, and told all that had befallen the poſ- 
ſeſſed of the Devils: And fo, my Brethren, 
when the Spirit of God has been at work on 
our Souls, and you are brought to feel the 
Power of God upon your Hearts, you will be 
ſo overjoy'd that you will tell to every one 
| what great Things God has done for your 
Souls; you will be fo füll of Joy, that you 
will declare the whole working of God on 
your Hearts, and you will declare how you 
have been enabled to overcome Satan, and 
| how you were affected at ſuch a Sermon, in 
ſuch a Place, and at ſuch a Time. 
O my Brethren, you will love to talk of 
Jelus ; no Converſation will be ſo pleaſing as 
| that of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; No, then he 
will be altogether lovely unto you, when you 
have once taſted of his Love, and felt the 
Power of his Grace upon your Hearts. 


| And behold, the whole City came out to meet 
| Jeſus, and when they ſaw him, they bejought 
lim that he would depart out of their Coaſts. 
The whole City came to meet Jeſus, not to 
| worſhip, not to thank him for the releaſing of 
| the two poor Men who were poſſeſs d; No, but 
to beſeech him to go from them; they valued 
their Swine more than the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and had rather part from him, than them: 


And have we not among us, my Brethren, 
Thou- 
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Thoufands who call themſelves Chriſtians, 
who had rather part with Chriſt than their 
Pleafures? A Play, a Ball, or an Aſſembly i 
far more agreeable to them than the Company 
and Preſence of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt : If they 
can but indulge their ſenſual Appetite, pleaſe 
and pamper their Bellies, fatisfy the Luſt of 
the Eye, the Luſt of the Fleſh, and the Pride 
of Lite, they regard no more, but reſt con- 
tented as if they were to live here always. O 
my dear Brethren, I hope none of you can 
reſt contented with ſuch Proceedings as theſe, 
but that you like the Company of the Lord 
Jeſus too well to part with him for a few De- 
lights of this Life: And are theſe not many 
who part with Chriſt for their own good 
Works, and think they can go to Heaven, 
if they do but go to Church, and ſay their 
Prayers and take the Sacrament ; but alas they 
will be much deceived, for if they reſt in 
any Thing ſhort of the Lord Jeſus; if they 
do not make him the chief Corner-Stone, | 
they will fall infinitely ſhort of what they flat- 
tered themſelves to attain to. | 
O my dear Brethren, let me ſpeak a few 
Words to you before I part from you this 
Evening, and that by way of Application 
from what I have now faid: Let me beſeech 
vou to come to Jeſus Chriſt ; I invite you all 
e come to him and receive him as your Ln 
| an 


3] 
and Saviour, he is ready to receive you ; it 
you are afraid to go becauſe you are in a loſt 
Condition, he came to fave ſuch, and ſuch zs 
were weary and heavy laden, ſuch as ſeel the 
Weight and Burden of their Sins he has 
promiſed he will give Reſt too: Such, m 
Brethren, IJ fay, who feel the Weight and 
Burden of their Sins on their Souls, a Burden 
too heavy for them to bear, they are wear y 
of it, and know not how to obtain a Ridance, 
a Deliverance of it; I, my Brethren, in the 
Name of my Lord and Maſter, invite you to 
come to him that you may find Reſt for you 
Souls. 

If my Brethren, you will but come unto 
him he will not reproach you, as juſtly he 
might; he will not reflect upon you for not 
coming ſooner unto him ; No, my Brethren, 
be will rejoice and be glad, and will ſay unto 
you, Son, Daughter, be of good Cheer, your 
| Sins are forgiven you : Theſe Words he ſaid 
to others, and if you will but come unto him, 
by Faith in his Blood, he is ready to ſay the 
| lame unto you now, as he did to them for- 
| merly, for he is the ſame To-day, Veſterday 
and forever: Though, my - Brethren, he ſuf- 
| fered the Croſs ſeventeen hundred Years ago, 
yet he is the fame in Goodneſs and Power as 
ever he was. 35 

D 2 | He 


you have enough of your own to recommend 


the Kingdom of God. 


ſpeak, or I ſhall burſt. What, do you think 
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He calls you, my dear Brethren, by his 
Miniſters; O come unto him, beg of him to 
break your ſtubborn Hearts, that you may be 
willing to be brought to him in his own Way, 
to be made poor in Spirit, and entitled to an 
Inheritance among them that are ſanctified. 

O come and drink of the Water of Life, 
you may buy without Money and without | 
Price; he is labouring to bring you back from 
Sin, from Satan unto himſelf: Open the Door 
of your Hearts and the King of Glory hall 

enter in. ; 

But if you are Strangers to this Doctrine, 
and account it Fooliſhneſs ; or, if you think 


you to the Favour of God, however you may 
go to Church, or receive the Sacrament, you 
have no true Love to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 
you are Strangers to the Truth of Grace in 
your Hearts, and are unacquainted with the 
New-Birth ; you do not know what it is have 
your Natures changed; and 'till you do ex- 
perience theſe Things you never can enter into 


What ſhall I ſay, my Brethren, unto you! 
My Heart is full, it is quite full, and J muſt 


your Souls of no Value? Do you eſteem them 
as not worth ſaving ? Is your Pleaſures wortl 


more than your Souls? Had you rather "_ 
the 


1 
1 
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the Diverfions of Life than the Salvation of 
your Souls? If ſo, you will never be Partakers 
with him in Glory ; but if you come unto 
him he will give you a new Nature, ſupply 


you with his Grace here, and bring you to 


Glory hereafter ; and there you may ing 
Praiſes and Hallelujahs to the Lamb forever. 
And may this be the happy End of all 
who hear me; may the Lord guide you by 
his Counſel, until he comes to fetch you to 


| Heaven, and make you Partakers of his 


Glory. | 

May he direct you in his Ways, and lead 
you in thoſe Paths which lead to everlaſting 
Life: May you be holy here, and happy 
hereafter : May your Lives anſwer the Pro- 
feſlion you make, that we may all be found 
at the Right Hand of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
when he ſhall come to judge the World ac- 


| cording to our Works, whether they be Good 
| or Evil; and that we then may be preſented 


faultleſs before the Preſence of his Glory with 
exceeding Joy, God of his infinite Mercy 
grant, c. | = 
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